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“Coverage For All” Talks about
Children’s Health Insurance Options
Over the past several months you’ve seen a number
of posts from us about the changes brought about by
health reform that impact health insurance for children.
You can find our posts on that topic here on our blog or
by searching for the term “child only.”
Whenever possible, we also like to reach out to some
of our partners when its appropriate to get their advice
on important issues. So, we decided to reach out to
Ankeny Minoux, the President of The Foundation for
Health Coverage Education to get some advice from
her for parents in states that don’t currently have openenrollment periods for children. Her foundation helps
people who don’t have health insurance find the best
coverage available.
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By now, I hope that
most parents who have
children with preexisting medical
conditions know that
health reform has
created new
opportunities for them
to insure their children
this year. But, it’s also made the process a bit more
complicated for all parents.
Some insurance companies are afraid that parents will
wait until their children get sick to enroll them in a
health insurance plan. So, to limit adverse selection,
some states have created open-enrollment periods
when children with or without pre-existing conditions
can enroll in a child’s health insurance policy.
eHealthInsurance has done a good job of providing
updates on the open-enrollment periods in different
states. They’ve also clearly outlined the basic

guidelines and rules for enrolling in and buying private
health insurance.
But, not all states are going this route. In other states
children can enroll in coverage at any time, and in
some states insurers have left the market for these socalled “child-only” plans, which means there may be
no private insurance options for children available.
The Foundation for Health Coverage Education helps
people who don’t have health insurance find the best
coverage available. Each year, we publish our Health
Care Options Matrix,™ a hand-held guide that outlines
each state’s public program options and rules for
finding private health insurance.
We hope this information was helpful. If you ever want
to reach the Foundation for Health Coverage
Education, we encourage you to go online to or call our
U.S. Uninsured Help Line at 800.234.1317.

